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Although environmental justice and conflict transformation have many common goals, they rarely talk to each

other. In this article we try to bring these two bodies of knowledge closer with a discussion of the contributions

that the theory and practice of conflict transformation offer to the field of environmental justice. In order to do

so, it draws on an Environmental Conflict Transformation framework developed by Grupo Confluencias, a

consortium of professionals from Latin America, who have been working since 2005 as a platform for

deliberation, joint research and capacity building on this topic. Central to this framework is the focus on

understanding the role that power dynamics and culture play in environmental conflicts and their

transformation. We discuss this framework and its practical use in the light of ongoing experiences with

indigenous peoples in Latin America, where Grupo Confluencias has been developing conflict transformation

processes that seek to impact on hegemonic powers, in order to reduce the asymmetries and injustices that give

rise to environmental conflicts. We emphasize, in particular, both the need and efficacy to create impacts,

simultaneously or not, in three different spheres: people and networks, institutions and cultural power. We

show that, through strengthening the power of agency of vulnerable actors, it is possible to produce a change in

favor of a greater social and environmental justice in indigenous peoples' territories
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