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In 1998 succeeded the Massacre of 16th May in Barrancabermeja, this meant entering territory paramilitary

groups and increasing violence. In response organizations presents in the city made several collective actions

that became a national and international issue. This article is the result of a triangular research using

quantitative and qualitative data collection techniques. The analysis was conducted from the perspective of

meso-analysis, through which the definition of the massacre was studied as a problem and its insertion into the

cycle of public policy, which was made visible by collective action and the media, generating a boomerang

effect
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