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This paper analyzes the plausibility of the contractual interpretation of the origin of the "civitas" in Marsiglio of

Padua's Defensor Pacis. Marsiglio develops a theory of consent in which the right institution of political order

demands public laws ruling established by the common consent of all citizens. Even though the notions of

consent, consensus or will play an essential role in Marsiglio's theory, I hold that this does not imply that there

is a social contract mechanism in his argumentation
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