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Accounting is a dynamic knowledge, in constant movement in its internal structures and in its external relation

to its formal object of study: the qualitative and quantitative valuation of the existence and circulation of

environmental, social and economic wealth controlled by organisations. The positioning of accounting in the

field of knowledge has yielded characterisations of it as an art, a technique, social technology, all the way to

more modern notions that defend it as a science. The present paper supports the notion of accounting as an

applied social science. Such label implies that it belongs in the field of moral knowledge, and that its aims and

functions must undergo an ethical examination in order to ensure its orientation towards contributing to the

integral sustainability of development
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