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This paper aims at revealing the presence of discursive patterns of discriminatory treatment towards indigenous
population in school textbooks published before and immediately after 1999. The sample consists of twenty
(20) lessons in books published before 1999 and twenty (20) lessons in textbooks published after that year.
These lessons were analyzed on the basis of the categories of participants, processes and circumstances, from
Halliday's (1985, 1994) Systemic Functional Grammar. These results were then contrasted with van Dijk's
(2004) categories for racist discourse in school textbooks. It can be concluded that both groups of texts, aimost
with no variation, keep discriminatory practice against indigenous population as evidenced in their static
character, shown by means of little tendency to change and to physical, mental and verbal activity of this social
group, which strongly contrasts with the values of the criollo Venezuelan society
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