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The archaeological excavation in the site of "La Mota" is part of an ambitious project to recover and enhance

the Sephardic legacy in Castrillo Mota de Judíos (Castrillo Matajudíos before 2015). The documentary study

carried out in the first phase of development of this project allowed to establish a very precise historical

sequence for this site, from its origin in 1035 from the displacement of the Jewish quarter of Castrojeriz to this

place, until its disappearance in the year 1311 when the community was allowed to return to the place from

which they were expelled. In this period of time the origin of the present town, located 300m north from "La

Mota", takes place, where the converts were installed continuing, under a new religious faith, with the initial

Jewish community. Consequently, "La Mota" is a good opportunity to know, applying the archaeological

methodology, ex novo occupation dynamics that take place in this space and the transformations that occur in

the site as a consequence of historical circumstances whose story we know quite accurately. The opportunity to

contrast and complement both archaeological and documental records, will allow to elaborate a historical

account which is very close to the social and material reality of a Sephardic community in this area of the

Kingdom of Castile
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