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It is not difficult to show that the presence of armed bands in the Castilian countryside was quite frequent
throughout the XI11-XV centuries. If we go more deeply, we can observe, with relative ease, that their purpose
was not only thefts and kidnapping. On the contrary, although varied in their nature, they were fully involved in
the political tensions of that period as well as in the framework of the feudal society. Thisis the study objective
of this article. Consequently, we propose to inquire into the wide range of these groups with the aim of making
their characteristics, objectives and causes clear. In this way we will confirm that their violence was often
guided by the powers of the time and that they served their rules and interests. To this end, we will start by
looking at golfines and almogéavares of the end of the XIII century. Their behavior will allow us to make an
initial reflection about the factors that surround the practice of banditry. Then we will continue chronologically
to the XV century, always focused on properly organized groupings that had the capacity to carry out serious
offensesin deserted areas and the context in which they arose
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