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In this paper we make a characterization of the harpoon points from continental Patagonia (Argentina) through

a comprehensive survey of the cases mentioned in bibliographic records and deposited in public and private

collections. In this sense, we make a description of the entire harpoon points registered, considering several

qualitative-quantitative variables, such as type of harpoon, provenance, raw materials, dimensions, presence of

marks (insicions, engravings), among other variables. As result, we were able to determine the existence of at

least 58 pieces of this type, many more than those considered so far as well as four different morphologies,

which are associated with differences in raw materials, spatial distribution and probably functionality. Finally,

the possible use of this particular type of instruments is discussed by analogy with other archaeological and

ethnographic contexts, in which harpoon points have been used, like in the extreme south of Patagonia
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