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Historic ports on the Mediterranean coast of the Iberian Peninsula are now ports and port cities inhabited and in

operation. Unfortunately, we only have circumstantial and scarce archaeological information, restricted in the

immediate vicinity of the port. However, we have the exceptional work/book of Piri Reis, in his edition of 1526

(the first edition of 1521 is less interesting), as it describes each and every one of the ports on the

Mediterranean coast. Piri Reis -the Turkish admiral's work- describes in great detail many of the most

important harbors and anchorages on the coast. Anyway, we do not use only the Piri Reis. To perform the study

of Spanish ports, we use as the main tools archaeological findings and historical documentation of medieval

archives. In this way, we will be able to understanding the evolution of a port as the key to understanding the

anatomy of the coastal cities from Antiquity to the Middle Ages
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