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This article aims at studying the difficulties in the authority establishment in Manizales and Departamento de

Caldas. Through the analysis of trial investigation in first and second instance, in cases of authority abuse and

resistance to it, difficulties faced by officers in charge of maintaining the police order are shown. In addition,

the abuse of these officers is evident, as characteristic that could delegitimize the official actions. It is argued

that the studied conflicts were part of the state deployment in the Colombian center west. There the recent

foundation of most towns, the geographical distances, the resources scarcity and the near local bureaucracy

with those subject to surveillance, made of this a complex but dynamic process
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