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This article develops a hermeneutical approach to the book El Orinoco ilustrado written by the Jesuit José
Gumilla and published for the first time in 1741. The authors explore the main issues that underlie the colonial
discourse in the text through the rhetoric figures built by Gumillain order to write the Orinoco's natural history.
In this sense, the article shows the geopolitical function of missionaries in border lands, the sense of history in
Gumilla, the colonial difference expressed by factors such as the body as revelation of savagery, the ignorance
and anarchy, and the historical and theological explanation of the origins of those peoples. Finaly, the
representations and practices between the "operarios' of the Company of Jesusin 18th century are exposed
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