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The English Civil War was followed by a period of unprecedented religious tolerance and the spread of new

religious ideas and practices. Britain experienced a period of so-called "Godly religious rule" and a breakdown

of religious uniformity that was perceived as a threat to social order by some and a welcome innovation to

others. The period of Godly religious rule has been significantly neglected by historians--we know remarkably

little about religious organization or experience at a parochial level in the 1640s and 1650s. This volume

addresses these issues by investigating important questions concerning the relationship between religion and

society in the years between the first Civil War and the Restoration. How did ordinary people experience this

period of dramatic upheaval? How did religious imperatives change and develop? Did people resist Godly

imperatives?With its nuanced analysis of Cromwell's England, Church and People in Interregnum Britain will

interest religious scholars, enthusiasts of military history, and public historians --
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