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This article offers a new approach to the Ínsula Baratarias episode in Don Quixote, by stablishing the traditional

relationship between the islands theme ant the treaties of good government. Cervantes had access to the classics

and bizantines specula principum through the translations of Diego Gracián and, above all, the Comentario en

breve of his friend Cristóbal Mosquera de Figueroa. But he new also the ordinary legal use of Agapetos advices

and the emperor Justinianos laws in his time, which he adapted, in a novelistic way and with sharp wit, to the

Sancho Panzas government
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