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Combining critical perspectivation and personal account, I hope to offer a retrospective on my experience with

the thought of Antonio Candido and a contribution to what we could consider his legacy. First I talk about my

translation of a selection of his essays to German for an anthology published in 2005, about the translator's

readings and reflections, which serve as a starting point for rethinking some fundamental issues of Candido's

thought, such as the critical task of teaching and studying literature, also the question of literature's social (ir)

relevance in our days, as analyzed in the famous essay "O direito à literatura" ("The right to literature", 1988)
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