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The history of the Gatling Gun Detachment, Fifth Army Corps, is to a certain extent the history of the Santiago

campaign. The detachment was organized on the spur of the moment, to utilize material which would otherwise

have been useless, and was with the Fifth Corps in all the campaign. It participated in all the fighting of that

campaign, except the fight at La Guasimas, and was disbanded upon the return of the Fifth Corps to Montauk.

Whatever hardships were endured by the Fifth Corps were shared by this detachment; whatever dangers were

faced by the Fifth Corps were faced by it also; where the hottest fighting occurred this detachment went in and

stayed; and at the surrender it was paraded, to use the words of General Shafter, "Upon that portion of the line

which it occupied so promptly and defended so well." This story is to commemorate the gallantry of the

enlisted men who helped to make history and revolutionize tactics at Santiago
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