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The purpose of this paper is to reflect on urban renewal projectsin central areas of Latin American cities within
the framework of neoliberal urbanplanning. It describes government-initiated urban renewal operations,
through which deteriorated spaces are transformed into new centralities. The analysis is based on the contrast of
the renovation of the Puerto Madero area in Buenos Aires and the current Tercer Milenio park in Bogota. Witha
qualitative analysis perspective, the reflection on the transformation and change processes is articulated in an
empirical analysis of ethnographicdata and the collection of secondary sources, with special emphasis on the
rhetoric of insecurity as the axis of justification for urban interventions
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