
"Amedrontado, acordei do 

sono": o medo trágico na 

Exagoge de Ezequiel [

2023

text (article)

Analítica

Fear is a universal emotion that functions as a synthesis of mental activities that lead to reactions of terror,

panic and anguish. The aim of this study is to read the fragments of the Exagoge, by Ezekiel the Tragedian, a

Jewish playwright who wrote in Greek, in order to identify how Hellenistic drama dealt with the aesthetic

experience of fear. In each of the conjectured five acts of the Exagoge, fear is present with the same

imponderable mark. The thesis of this paper is that the Exagoge demonstrates that fear is also a reaction to an

"imponderable" danger or ponderable not from previous personal experiences, but from external elements that

interact with the one's inner emotional state. Thus, the article tries to characterize the emotion of fear, in its

manifestations of a negative nature and dissociated from the stereotypical and cognitive element of previous

experiences. It will examine the representation of fear through five frightening effects: the fear of the

imponderable, when a character faces the unknown; the fear of the ominous, when a character faces the

supernatural; the fear of that which is powerful, when a character faces a display of brute force; the fear of

sheer quantity, when a character faces a display of numerical superiority; and the fear of sheer size, when a

character faces anything that is disproportionate
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