©baratz | ODA

" Nada somos, parcerito..." . El
papel del narratarioen"La
virgen delossicarios' de

Fernando Vallgo [

2010

text (article)

Analitica

The article analyzes the narrative structure of Fernando Vallgjo's novel The virgin of the assassins (La virgen
de los sicarios). The Colombian author, in search of the most suitable form of fictional expression, practices
what he himself calls "an autohagiography" and in his texts he employs the first person narration. The
communicating | implies the existence and the relevancy of a listener or reader. In The virgin of the assassins
the listener's/reader's role is particularly significant. The narrator-protagonist not only narrates the violent
events, but at the same time submerges himself in the world of the assassination. The article analyzes the
linguistic procedures and narrative strategies that allow to create the effect of forcing the reader to take part in
the actions of the protagonists. The incorporation of the typical language of the assassins, namely a false
spoken language, into the text, allows to convert the reader-observer in a "parcero”, an accomplice of what
happens. The narratee is crucial in the evaluation and the judgment of the facts, since his mute presence helps
to present a world in which neither victims nor aggressors exist, but they all are equally to blame for the
Colombian violence
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