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In medieval texts, especially from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries onwards, the description of that which is

ugly is incorporated as a literary cliché to certain female characters. Hebrew narrators also present in their work

descriptions of "monstrous" women: depictions which are restructured from the Jewish tradition. In this paper I

analyze this enduring presence of ugliness and its use to provoke similar reactions in the audience as a result of

a shared cultural discourse
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