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Michael Ondaatje's fictionalized memoir Running in the Family (1982) and his novel Anil's Ghost (2000) are

thematically concerned with a return to the country of birth and a confrontation with the past, both individual

and collective. In both the memoir and the novel, the history of the author's native Sri Lanka is not only

consciously recorded, but also inscribed on material traces and on the human body, "terribly" and insidiously

shaping subsequent generations. The article argues that this unconscious, hidden past involves gradual changes

and developments that occur imperceptibly over the long term, including events whose effects are transmitted

unconsciously through intergenerational (epigenetic) transfer and imprinted on individuals and communities. In

both works, Ondaatje adopts a long-term perspective reminiscent of Fernand Braudel's longue durée to rethink

the Sri Lankan past in a way that dismisses a deterministic idea of historical inevitability. As argued by Walter

Benjamin and contemporary interpreters of the longue durée, the future is not predetermined. The past holds

unrealized potentialities, which may inspire and shape alternative futures. What sustains this way of thinking is

a belief in the power of counterfactual thinking to subvert the inevitability of the current order or values

Michael Ondaatje's fictionalized memoir Running in the Family (1982) and his novel Anil's Ghost (2000) are

thematically concerned with a return to the country of birth and a confrontation with the past, both individual

and collective. In both the memoir and the novel, the history of the author's native Sri Lanka is not only

consciously recorded, but also inscribed on material traces and on the human body, "terribly" and insidiously

shaping subsequent generations. The article argues that this unconscious, hidden past involves gradual changes

and developments that occur imperceptibly over the long term, including events whose effects are transmitted

unconsciously through intergenerational (epigenetic) transfer and imprinted on individuals and communities. In

both works, Ondaatje adopts a long-term perspective reminiscent of Fernand Braudel's longue durée to rethink

the Sri Lankan past in a way that dismisses a deterministic idea of historical inevitability. As argued by Walter

Benjamin and contemporary interpreters of the longue durée, the future is not predetermined. The past holds

unrealized potentialities, which may inspire and shape alternative futures. What sustains this way of thinking is

a belief in the power of counterfactual thinking to subvert the inevitability of the current order or values

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:28443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMzU1OTg3MDA



Título: "All of our lives have been terribly shaped by what went on before us": history and (post)memory in 

Michael Ondaatje's "Running in the family" and "Anil's ghost" electronic resource].]

Editorial: 2023

Tipo Audiovisual:  Michael Ondaatje  history  postmemory  the longue durée  Fernand Braudel  Walter Benjamin

 Michael Ondaatje  historia  posmemoria  longue durée  Fernand Braudel Walter Benjamin

Documento fuente: Atlantis: Revista de la Asociación Española de Estudios Anglo-Norteamericanos, ISSN 0210-

6124, Vol. 45, Nº. 2, 2023, pags. 207-224

Nota general: application/pdf

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Condiciones de uso y reproducción: LICENCIA DE USO: Los documentos a texto completo incluidos en Dialnet 

son de acceso libre y propiedad de sus autores y/o editores. Por tanto, cualquier acto de reproducción, distribución, 

comunicación pública y/o transformación total o parcial requiere el consentimiento expreso y escrito de aquéllos. 

Cualquier enlace al texto completo de estos documentos deberá hacerse a través de la URL oficial de éstos en 

Dialnet. Más información: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI | INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

STATEMENT: Full text documents hosted by Dialnet are protected by copyright and/or related rights. This digital 

object is accessible without charge, but its use is subject to the licensing conditions set by its authors or editors. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise in the licensing conditions, you are free to linking, browsing, printing and 

making a copy for your own personal purposes. All other acts of reproduction and communication to the public are 

subject to the licensing conditions expressed by editors and authors and require consent from them. Any link to this 

document should be made using its official URL in Dialnet. More info: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI

Lengua: English

Enlace a fuente de información: Atlantis: Revista de la Asociación Española de Estudios Anglo-

Norteamericanos, ISSN 0210-6124, Vol. 45, Nº. 2, 2023, pags. 207-224

Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es


