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"Of the 515,000 maternal deaths that occur every year around the world, 99 percent take place in developing

countries. Women in the developing world have a 1 in 48 chance of dying from pregnancy-related causes; the

ratio in industrial countries is 1 in 1,800. For every woman who dies, another 30-50 woman suffer injury,

infection, or disease. In developing countries, pregnancy-related complications are among the leading causes of

death and disability for women ages 15-49. Of all the human development indicators, the greatest discrepancy

between industrial and developing countries is in maternal health."
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