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After the discovery and colonization of The Philippines and particulary since the arrival of the first Augustinian

and Franciscan missionaries, China, until then an unknown and inaccessible empire, became a focus of interest

for humanists, traders and preachers. The approach to the Ming Empire renewed the controversy about the just

titles of the conquest of the Spanish Crown and the conditions of lawful war to remove the obstacles to trade

and preaching. This article gives a brief synthesis of both conflicting attitudes: the one defended by the

Augustinian González de Mendoza, the Jesuit José de Acosta and the Humanist Pedro Valencia is based on

mutual respect and the rejection of any kind of violence against the Empire; the other is supported by the factor

Juan Bautista Román and the Jesuit Alonso Sánchez in favour of military action justified by the obstinacy of

the Emperor and the Mandarins and their policy of close borders to ideas and foreing people
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