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In his theatrical works for the Bajada de la Virgen de Las Nieves (Santa Cruz de La Palma, Canary islands),

Juan Bautista Poggio Monteverde, the first known playwright to write for this festival, often refers to different

species of the animal world with a clear symbolic intention. Sometimes they are associated with the concept of

Good (within which the Virgin in her advocation of Las Nieves takes on the greatest role) or Evil (with the

devil transmuted into a dragon or a mastiff as the most prominent reference). Fantastic or real animals are

worth equally to feed the semantic load with which Poggio tries to endow his work using different Greco-

Roman and Biblical sources
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