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Every year there are women who serve their sentences in prisons spread throughout the country. For them, the
justice administration bodies have resolved that the most appropriate sanction to compensate for the crime
committed is to restrict free movement in society. During this period, the prison becomes the place they inhabit
on a daily basis, living together, learning and resisting in various scenarios, building a micro-society
surrounded by bars.This article is part of the results of a research work of the Diploma in Migrations of the
University of Santiago de Chile, whose work sought to carry out a qualitative analysis and a brief
characterization of the experiences of five women interviewed at the end of 2019, whose a common
characteristic was being migrants and being, at the time of the interviews, serving a sentence in the Women's
Penitentiary Center of Santiago. In this way, the present study exhibits the discourses present behind bars, in
order to get closer to knowing how the women protagonists of these experiences experience their stay in a
Chilean prison, what social and gender aspects influenced their incursion of crime, with what do they dream of
at the end of their sentence and, also, with what legal limitations they find themselves in Chile according to
their perspective. Finally, it encourages debate and discussion regarding the Chilean collective imagination
regarding migration and crime in our society, which is often devoid of a rights approach and the potential to
look at the migration phenomenon from a gender perspective, which constitutes a challenge in itself for the
elaboration of media resources, public policies and police approach
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