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Objective: To explore some books written by priests who were born or lived in the New Kingdom of Granada

who, from the late 17th century and throughout the 18th century, were interested in natural history, and,

specifically, the climate and the weather of places that were strange to them. Methodology: After drawing up an

inventory of natural history texts, geographical dictionaries, and travel literature created in the 18th century, the

works written by priests who had stayed long periods far from their regions of origin were selected, these

priests recorded climate and weather conditions and the relation with relief, vegetation, and society. Originality:

Since 18th century travel accounts are relatively little studied, compared to those of the 19th century, and their

analysis has concentrated on views of nature as a whole or about some of its parts, especially on flora and

fauna, this article examines views on climate and weather that have been insufficiently explored for the New

Granada case. Conclusions: The characterization of the climate in northwestern South America has gone

through a long process and it is wrong to attribute it to a particular pioneer, since the findings in climatology

and meteorology cannot be attributed to isolated and exceptional figures and can only be understood in a long-

term and collective way; this is why direct qualitative sources are valuable and the artificial division between

rational enlightened naturalists and priests who gave providentialist explanations for meteorological phenomena

turns out to be artificial

Objective: To explore some books written by priests who were born or lived in the New Kingdom of Granada

who, from the late 17th century and throughout the 18th century, were interested in natural history, and,

specifically, the climate and the weather of places that were strange to them. Methodology: After drawing up an

inventory of natural history texts, geographical dictionaries, and travel literature created in the 18th century, the

works written by priests who had stayed long periods far from their regions of origin were selected, these

priests recorded climate and weather conditions and the relation with relief, vegetation, and society. Originality:

Since 18th century travel accounts are relatively little studied, compared to those of the 19th century, and their

analysis has concentrated on views of nature as a whole or about some of its parts, especially on flora and

fauna, this article examines views on climate and weather that have been insufficiently explored for the New

Granada case. Conclusions: The characterization of the climate in northwestern South America has gone

through a long process and it is wrong to attribute it to a particular pioneer, since the findings in climatology

and meteorology cannot be attributed to isolated and exceptional figures and can only be understood in a long-

term and collective way; this is why direct qualitative sources are valuable and the artificial division between



rational enlightened naturalists and priests who gave providentialist explanations for meteorological phenomena

turns out to be artificial

Objective: To explore some books written by priests who were born or lived in the New Kingdom of Granada

who, from the late 17th century and throughout the 18th century, were interested in natural history, and,

specifically, the climate and the weather of places that were strange to them. Methodology: After drawing up an

inventory of natural history texts, geographical dictionaries, and travel literature created in the 18th century, the

works written by priests who had stayed long periods far from their regions of origin were selected, these

priests recorded climate and weather conditions and the relation with relief, vegetation, and society. Originality:

Since 18th century travel accounts are relatively little studied, compared to those of the 19th century, and their

analysis has concentrated on views of nature as a whole or about some of its parts, especially on flora and

fauna, this article examines views on climate and weather that have been insufficiently explored for the New

Granada case. Conclusions: The characterization of the climate in northwestern South America has gone

through a long process and it is wrong to attribute it to a particular pioneer, since the findings in climatology

and meteorology cannot be attributed to isolated and exceptional figures and can only be understood in a long-

term and collective way; this is why direct qualitative sources are valuable and the artificial division between

rational enlightened naturalists and priests who gave providentialist explanations for meteorological phenomena

turns out to be artificial

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:38443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMzY0NzI1MDM

Título: "Un clima de este género podrían envidiarlo los Elisios". El clima en el Nuevo Reino de Granada visto por 

los sacerdotes del siglo XVIII electronic resource].]

Editorial: 2024

Tipo Audiovisual:  clima  climatología histórica  estado del tiempo  historia natural  relatos de viaje  siglo xviii

 Virreinato del Nuevo Reino de Granada  clima  climatologia histórica  estado do tempo  história natural relatos de 

 viagem  vice-reino do Novo Reino de Granada  século xviii  climate  climate  Historical climatology  Natural history

 travel literature  Viceroyalty of New Kingdom of Granada weather

Documento fuente: Anuario Colombiano de Historia Social y de la Cultura, ISSN 2256-5647, Vol. 51, Nº. 1, 2024 

(Ejemplar dedicado a: Historia climática y climatología histórica en las Américas, siglos XVI a XX), pags. 125-155

Nota general: application/pdf

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Condiciones de uso y reproducción: LICENCIA DE USO: Los documentos a texto completo incluidos en Dialnet 

son de acceso libre y propiedad de sus autores y/o editores. Por tanto, cualquier acto de reproducción, distribución, 

comunicación pública y/o transformación total o parcial requiere el consentimiento expreso y escrito de aquéllos. 

Cualquier enlace al texto completo de estos documentos deberá hacerse a través de la URL oficial de éstos en 

Dialnet. Más información: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI | INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

STATEMENT: Full text documents hosted by Dialnet are protected by copyright and/or related rights. This digital 

object is accessible without charge, but its use is subject to the licensing conditions set by its authors or editors. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise in the licensing conditions, you are free to linking, browsing, printing and 

making a copy for your own personal purposes. All other acts of reproduction and communication to the public are 

subject to the licensing conditions expressed by editors and authors and require consent from them. Any link to this 

document should be made using its official URL in Dialnet. More info: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI

Lengua: Spanish

Enlace a fuente de información: Anuario Colombiano de Historia Social y de la Cultura, ISSN 2256-5647, Vol. 

51, Nº. 1, 2024 (Ejemplar dedicado a: Historia climática y climatología histórica en las Américas, siglos XVI a 

XX), pags. 125-155



Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es


