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This collection of essays centers on the formation of an ethnic identity among Chinese Americans during the

period when immigration was halted. The first section emphasizes the attempts by immigrant Chinese to assert

their intention of becoming Americans and to defend the few rights they had as resident aliens. Highlighting

such individuals as Yung Wing, and ardent advocate of American social and political ideals, and Wong Chin

Foo, one of the first activists for Chinese citizenship and voting rights, these essays speak eloquently about the

early struggles in the Americanization movement
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