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"Essays on aspects of the natural world, its heritage, and how best to preserve it. Europe's engagement from the
late sixteenth century onwards in scientific Earth science inquiry has generated numerous and varied collections
of minerals, rocks, and fossils, together with their associated archives, artworks and publications, forming arich
cultural geoheritage held in major private and especialy royal and aristocratic collections, museums,
universities, archives and libraries. The mines, quarries, geological structures, landforms, mineras, rocks and
fossils - or geodiversity - that underpin these collections populate past and present-day Earth science literature.
However, for too long their scientific, historic and cultural significance was not universally recognised and
generally they were not accorded adequate resources and protection - or geoconservation. Hence, geotourism
was developed in the 1990s to raise public awareness of Europe's geoheritage and geodiversity and to promote
its geoconservation; the volume's theoretical essays and case studies examine these four core geoelements and
provide a timely introduction for anyone interested in natural history museums, countryside management, and
landscape-based tourism." --
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