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This article investigates three particular elements that influenced the contract allocation process during the
execution of communication route works in the State of Boyaca between 1857 and 1886: the state-private
relationship, the political networks of contractors, and the non-completion of works. Through analysis of
officia journals, administrative reports, and the Notarial Archive of Boyacd, the prolific production of contracts
supported by legidation is explored. The study highlights the increasing regulatory framework of contracts as
the basis for practices shaping the organizational structure of the road network, resulting in a dependency
relationship among politicians, merchants, and road entrepreneurs with distinctly local characteristics
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