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The temple of La Cruz in Tepic, and later the convent of the same name, has transformed its spatial
configuration over more than four centuries. With the miraculous apparition of the Santa Cruz de Zacate,
discovered at the beginning of the 17th century on the village road that connected this city with the Franciscan
convent of Xalisco, one of the most important devotions in western colonial Mexico was consolidated. This
brought about the constant architectural reconstruction of a religious center that renewed its construction
technologies and stylistic currents, reflecting the ways of thinking of specific historical periods. This article,
from a hermeneutic standpoint, aims to visualize these different constructive, stylistic and ideological stages of
the religious complex of La Cruz de Tepic, using the three stages of Henri Lefebvre's progressive-regressive
method. Thus, at least six constructive stages will be identified and, subsequently, through this architectural
reconstruction, the various spatial integrations that have taken place over time within this religious complex
will be revealed
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