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Based on a True Story, Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued from slavery and

raised by an aristocratic French family during the French Revolution. Brought up in a household of learning

and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a conversation that makes her suddenly

conscious of her race - and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point on, Ourika lives her life not as a French

woman but as a black woman "cut off from the entire human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and

her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-

century Europe
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