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The Battle of Five Forks was one of the the last battles of the American Civil War. A week later, Lee

surrendered. Two weeks later, Lincoln was dead. In this meditation on that battle, Alexander juxtaposes the

story of the battle, which he tells through narrative, letters, and journal entries, with his own impressions,

viewing the South through Northern eyes. In addition, he views contemporary American society through the

story of the Civil War and specifically through the story of Five Forks. If it is true that we meet our past coming

to us out of the future, then, Alexander posits, Ameri
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