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So rapid has been the growth of the United States since the mid-20th century and so profound the changes it has

experienced that its current superpower status in the world sometimes obscures the radical social, political,

economic, and technological transformations it has experienced in that time. Although international and

domestic challenges-from the Cold War to the war on terror to healthcare-as well as successes on each front

have alternately stunted and accelerated the country's ascent, its role in world affairs is undeniable. With

seminal documents of the each era complementing relevant
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