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The research presented in the article aimed to analyze errors made by 8th grade students of a municipal school
in Belém (Brazil) in discursive and objective problems involving profits and losses. The methodology used was
content analysis of errors, using two open problems and two closed puzzles as instruments, administered to 24
students. The results revealed that the correct answers prevailed over the incorrect ones. The theoretical basis
was essential for the research because, by correcting an error and understanding its origin, the student can
improve his’her learning, being strategies that stimulate critical reflection. It was concluded that the
understanding of the error occurs effectively when the student is able to perceive the reasons that led him/her to
make a mistake
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