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This book explores the thesis that in the Kwa languages of West Africa, aspect and modality are more central to
the grammar of the verb than tense. Where tense marking has emerged it is invariably in the expression of the
future, and therefore concerned with the impending actualization or potentiality of an event, hence with
modality, rather than the purely temporal sequencing associated with tense. The primary grammatical contrasts
are perfective versus imperfective. The main languages discussed are Akan, Dangme, Ewe, Ga and Tuwuli
while Nzema-Ahanta, Likpe and Eastern Gbe are also mentioned
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